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The EASTER BUNNY is getting read\ for the Annual HOPPY EASTER Egg Hunt at historic Lounsbury House on March 21st, 10am
sharp. Details are online at https:/ /lounsbutyhouse.otg/event/hoppy-days-egg-hunt-3/ Event sponsors include:Four Seasons Racquet Club,

J. Mulvaney Plumbing & Heating, Pamby Motors C]DR, and Books on the Common Couttesy photo

Solar Company Owner Buys Office
Burlding In (Farke Park For |
Heed $00,[II]0

The owner of a Stamford-based solar company has purchased an
office building in Bethel for $2.5 million, according to a listing broker
for the deal. The building was listed for sale late last year for $3.5 million
by joint owners Cooperative Educational Services and EdAdvance,

4 | according to the listing published online.

"After a four-year collaboration, the joint owners of the property

| | mutually decided that the market conditions for the education-related
| services that could be provided in the building’s current configuration

could not support its ongoing operation in a nonprofit setting," broker
Joe Dimyan said.

The 30,320-square-foot building was constructed in 1997 and sits on
5 acres, and according to town tecords is appraised at $2.1 million and

THE INSURANCE CENTER
LOOKING TO SAVE MONEY?
WANT A FREE QUOTE?
CALL 203-730-0634
“TRUST A LOCAL INDEPENDENT
AGENCY FOR YOUR PERSONAL &
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE NEEDS”

Patricia’s Presents ‘ l‘
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MARILYN CARAVETTA

REALTOR®

C:203.512.1822

0O: 203-438-9000

CT Broker License #REB.0100515

Marilyn.Caravetta@cbrealty.com
ColdwellBankerHomes.com . -
398 Main Street, Suite 1 s At A if.
Ridgefield, CT 06877
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30+ INSURANCE CARRIERS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Thoughtful and Unique Gifts!
An intriguing shop of fabulous gifts, beautiful clothing,
brilliant jewelry, exceptional accessories.
Great items for children and pets too.

Bethel, CT
info@patriciaspresents.com
860-946-9705 | www_patriciaspresents.com

164 Greenwood Avenue,

WWW. THEINSURANCECTR.COM

SENIOR DEPOT

MEDICAL SALES & RENTALS

ﬁ%ﬂ o L

( - Nursery
270 FEDERAL ROAD BROOKFIELD CT
seniordepotstore.com | 203 775 1095

OW! i

5 Stony Hill Road/Rt &, Bethel
203-792-0268 * OFEN Sam-5pm Every Day

digns pring

The weather may see-saw a bit between hot and cold but the surest
sign of Spring is the flowers at Bethel’s Hollandia Gift & Garden Center
at 95 Stony Hill Road, and the Spring Garden Expo from April 11th
through April 19th at Hollandia Nurseries at 103 Old Hawleyville Road
in Bethel.

Household Hazardous
Waste Drop-Off

Residents of: Bethel+Brookfield - Bridgewater
Dar:bury-Kcnt-th\' Faitfield - Newtown « New Milford
Redding- Ridgefield - Roxbury-Sherman-Weston - Wilton

Wicig:

Danbury Public Works
53 Newtown Rd., Danbury, CT

Sat., April 11, 2026 9:00am-2:00pm

Visit www.hrra.org for more information.

Queen B Is Now Open
7 DAYS A WEEK?
110 4 D Every Doy

417 Main St., Ridgefield
www.queenbcoffeecompany.com
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Dining

Angel'sDeli
Fast and friendly service, wide
selection of breakfast and lunch
deli items at reasonable prices.
470 Federal Rd B, Brookfield
(203) 546-7232
www.angelsdelict.com
Backdoor  Chicken
Burgers

A wonderful new restaurant in
Brookfield featuring delicious
sandwiches, breakfast, entrees
and some of the best coffee
anywhere. They have the most
friendly and helpful staff and
reasonable prices. And if you like
BBQ, try the pulled pork, but
only if your plan on coming back
again and again because it 1s truly
wonderful!

537 Federal Rd, Brookfield

(203) 546-7403
www.backdoor-chicken.com
Bagel Crossin

Fast and friendly service with a
great selection of bagels, toppings
and breakfast sandwiches wit
lunch salads and sandwiches, too.
But be warned, the cinnamon
rolls are beyond addictive.

6 Library Place, Bethel

(203) 790-6656

and

Bagel Delight

This is truly a delight as they have
one of “the absolute  best
selections of NY style, delicious
bagels anywhere outside of "the
city", with one of the most kind
and friendly owners anywhere.
Breakfast and lunch selections are
all delicious and the prices are
reasonable. Dine-in or take out.
30 Church Hill Rd #1, Newtown
(203) 426-6838

Bethel Pizza House

ering, lakeout & Dime-In For Every Occaston

Delicious and reasonably priced,
still using  George's ~original
recipes, with some of the most
friendly, helpful service
anywhere, and shhh, the best kept
secret in town is that they also
offer delivery.
206 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 748-1427
www.bethelpizzahouse.com
Blue Colony Diner
Fast and friendly service in a
comfortable diner with a great
selection of delisous, reasonably
priced food. They offer dine-in,
take-out and catering,
66 Church Hill Rd, Newtown
(203) 426~07I45

| rdi
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Capri

Possibly the best calzone pizza
we have every tasted. Pizza,
entrees, generous and delicious
salads. Take out, dine-in or
delivery.

182 OId Hawleyville Rd, Bethel
(203) 743-6800
\mwAcapriPizznofbctthcom
Caraluzzi's

Local grocery stores that offer
excellent take out and catering.

- Bethel:

98 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 748-3547
www.caraluzzis.com/

- Danbury:

102 Mill Plain Rd, Danbury
(203) 743-8003
www.caraluzzis.com/caraluzzis-
danbury-market-2

- Newtown:

5 Queen St, Newtown

(203) 270-7500
www.caraluzzis.com/ caraluzzis-
in-newtown-ct

- Wilton/Geotgetown:

920 Danbury Rd, Wilton

(203) 544-7021
ww.caraluzzis.com

Dogtown

Hot dogs, burgers and more by a
fast ans friendly team at force 2
double-take affordable prices.
Whete else can you get a delicious
lunch for 2 for well under $15?
And seriously, where else would
you go especially for awesome
hot dogs? Lots of other items on
the menu, and one of the most
generous arrays of hot dog
tofpgngs anywhere.

4 Library PI, Bethel

(203) 616-5054

Elmer's Diner
We love Elmer's. While all the
food is delicious, they have one
of the best rotating assortments
of delicious and affordable
specials anywhere. And  the
service is fast and friendly, too.
22 Padanaram Rd, Danbury
(203) 731-2559
www.elmersdiner.com
Famous Pizza
Famous pizza is truly and
deservedly famous for theit pizza,
but also %or their salads (try the
house dressing? and delicious
entrees. They offer dine in, take
out and delivery. Try the thin
crust, it is amazing!
7 P T Barnum Square, Bethel
(203) 797-1550
famouspizzabethel.com
Farmboys Smokin' BB
If you love BBQ, try Farmboys.
The BBQ is delicious and
smoked on the premises, but the
secret to taking this to the next
level is their amazing homemade
BBQ sauces. You can thank me

later.
30 South St, Danbury
(203) 616-5942

farmboyssmokin m
F Empotium
Brookfield's newest market
brings  SOHO style, fresh
produce, and one of the best
prepared  foods and  deli

selections anywhere. They offer
take out and catering. Did we
mention the mouth watering
desserts  in  the  bakery
department?

731 Federal Rd, Brookfield

(203) 746-9487
foodemporium.keyfood.com/sto
re/store/2717

For Pete's Sake

Fast, friendly service, dine-in or
take out and they offer catering,
too, and a wide selection of
delicious sandwiches and entrees.
73 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel

(203) 792-2444
www.forpetessakedeli.com
Gino's Pizza Parlor

Fast and friendly service, some of
the most generous salads
anywhere and delicious italian
cuisine at affordable prices. And
they have some ofPthc most
diverse and delicious choices of

izza toppings.

02 Church Hill Rd, Sandy Hook

(203) 304-1304
v.oinosparlorct.com

Hunan Noodle Bar

Delicious  food, wonderful

selection, fast and friendly setvice.
461 Main St., Ridgefield
(203) 431-4238
www.ridgefieldhunan.com

1 U
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This is my
breakfast an

o to place for
({Z lunch or just

excellent coffee. They offer dine- is tended by one of the best

in, take-out and catering and

anywhere. A 'truly perfect choice

some of the best wait staff for an evening out or take out.

anywhere. I have a friend who
sneaks out and drives 40 minutes
round trip every so often just to

Pbacon, egg and cheese
on an english muffin. Thankfully

get their

I live much closet!
138 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 792-5541

www.eatatjacquelines.com
Kowloons Chinese Restaurant

Fast, friendly service, reasonably

213 Greenwood Ave., Bethel
(203) 797-8131
portofinorestaurantandwinebar.
com

Prime Burgers

Some of the best burgers
anywhere. Lots of other delicious
choices, but seriously, my mouth
waters just thinking about their

burgers.
449%1111[1 St, Ridgefield

priced and a wide selection of (203) 431-3000

delicious choices. The BBQ spare
ribs are the closest to New York
ribs we have found, and the
shrimp with lobster sauce is

another personal favorite.
110 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 205-2325

www.kowloonchinesect.com
Newtown General Store

A dizzying array of delicious
choices for breakfast and lunch.
They feature dine-in, take out and

cateting.
43 Main St., Newtown
(203) 426-9901

"

Enjoy a classic diner experience
with a wide selection and fast and

friendly setvice.

199 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ridgefield

(203) 445-4272

v lassicdiner.

Portofino's Wine Bar and

Restaurant

www.primeburgerct.com
0

Delicious ~ baked  goods,
sandwiches, entrees and an
awesome coffee bar. Fast and
friendly service and did we
mention how delicious the baked
goods and coffee is? Dine-in,
take-out or delivery.

417 Main St, Ridgefield

203) 894-5994
www.queenbcoffeecompany.
com

Red Colony Diner

Fast and friendly service in a
comfortable diner with a great
selection of delisous, reasonably
priced food. They offer dine-in,
take-out and catering.

121 Federal Rd, Brookfield
(203) 546-8280

redcolonydiner.com
Rocco's Cafe & Delicatessen

Same great food, new owners and
an updated, more welcoming

A cozy pub like atmosphere on
one side, an elegant dining room
on the other, with food by one of
best chefs in
Connecticut. They offer dine-in,
take out and catering. And the bar

the absolute

dine-in experience. So here is a
true story: After surgery  at
Danbury hospital, I decidéd to
say thank you to the amazin,
nursing staff for the wonderful
care I received by catering lunch

and dinner for the 2 primary
shifts on the 5th floor. Rocco's
provided a delicious array of
sandwiches and fixin's at a
reasonable price, but best of all,
when I went in for a follow-up, a
year later, the nursing staff were
still talking about the great lunch.
208 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 297-6262
www.roccosdelict.com
Shoprite Brookfield
They offer some of the best
prepared food, wide selection at
affordable prices. The bakery
selection is amazing, and they
offer catering, too.
143 Federal Rd, Brookfield
(203) 775-7078
www.shoprite.com

ice Indian Cuisine & Bar
Looking for a delicious and authentic
Indian ~ dining experience in a
comfotable atmosphere  with
reasonable prices? Then this is your

lace!

ES Grassy Plain St., Bethel
(203) 300-5784
www.spiceindiancuisinect.com
Stony Hill Diner
Fast and friendly service offerin;
dine-in, take-out, delivery an
catering. I love good prime rib
(who doesn't?) and I recently had
a top notch prime rib meal at a
shockingly reasonable price.
14 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
(203) 791-2280

avhilldiner.com
Sycamore Drive-In
Offers dine in, take out and drive-
in service (and the black and
white shake is legendary!)
282 Greenwood Ave., Bethel
(203) 748-2716
www.sycamotedtivein.com

Three Brothers Diner
Fast, friendly service, delicious
food and an amazing dessert
selection.
242 White St, Danbury
(203) 748-6008
www.3brothersdiner.com
Uncle Leo's and Rosny's
Gourmet
Three great locations with
excellent food, quick and friendly
service and reasonable prices.
They offer dine in, take out and
catering,
114 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
gZOS) 885-2362
Main
Georgetown/Redding
(203) 587-1050
17 Danbuty Rd, Wilton
(203) 644-8085
v.fz ok.com/unclel
Varano Bakery
Their baked goods, especially the
desserts, should only be reserved
for those truly on your nice (ok,
or maybe naughty) list. We
suspect Santa stops there several
time his Christmas cookies
because they are truly that good.
198 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 744-6640

St.
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Enter and find a welcoming pub
and a friendly dining room with
delicious food, friendly service
and reasonable prices.  They
feature dine-in, takeout and
catering,
273 Greenwood Ave., Bethel
(203) 791-2707
www.whitlocks-bethel.com

Did we miss your favorite?

1f we have, then please email
Brad@CommunityGazette.com

Bethel
114 Greestoood Ave
203-885-2362

Redding
19 Main St
203-387-1030

Call-ins » Catering * Delivery

17 Danbury Rd
4752774313

Wilton

WLoO

N

110 Greenwood Ave

203-205-2325

We Do
Catering

Certificates
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Gift

(Seasonal Spring Time)
Milk Tea (Regular)
Green Tea (Matcha)

Bethel’s Favorite Place For

I

. INDIAN CUISINE & BAR
i | Le ‘- Lunch Boxes Available
Pesoid  B.ee st Lunch Buffet
kura Taro $11.95
Watermelon
Honeydew Saturday, Sunday
Coconut Brunch

Orict

§15.95

Take Out
Catering, Party Events
available

EaoXon
T

New Hours:
5a.m.To5p.m.
Monday Through Friday
5am.Tod p.m.

Saturday

New Owners

Same Great Food

Tel: 203 300 5784

25 Grassy Plain St., Bethel, CT

www.spiceindiancuisinect.com

spiceindiancusinectdomail com

Same Low Prices
Dine IneTake OuteCatering

208 Greenwood Ave

Backdoor
Chicken & Burgers

Mon - Sat:

8:00 am - 7:00 pm

Sunday:

7:00 am - 5:00 pm

537 Federal Road,

Brookfield

(203) 546-7403

www.backdoor-chicken.com

Delicious Moments
with Every Bite

Catering

Our catering services are
designed to bring the taste
of our restaurant to your
venue. Whether you're
hosting a small family
gathering large
corporate event, our team
is dedicated to delivering

or a

delicious  food and
exceptional service. With a
focus on quality and
customer satisfaction,
Backdoor Chicken &
Burgers is your go-to
choice for BBQ catering.

Live Music

Our live music events are
designed to bring the
community together,
providing a space where you
can unwind and enjoy quality
entertainment. In Brookfield,
were  known for our
welcoming atmosphere and
delicious food, making us the
perfect spot for a night out.
Don't miss the chance to enjoy
our BBQ and burger offerings
while listening to live bands,

creating a  memorable

experience for all.

21 Hole Mini Golf

Our mini golf course is
designed to complement your
dining experience, offering a
unique way to unwind after a
delicious meal. It’s a great
spot for family gatherings or
a casual day out. At Backdoor
Chicken & Burgers, we pride
ourselves on providing a
welcoming  environment
where fun and food come
together seamlessly. Get
FREE mini golf with a small
donation to the wounded

veterans.

What Our Customers Say

4

Quick food service,
Sandwiches are great. Very friendly
and accommodating staff. — Ray V

Super friendly, and
amazing food. Will be back a bunch.

—Chris T

Some the best fried
chicken 1 have ever had, the
strawberry sauce is phenomenal. —
Damon C

|
~3
\

This is our second time

eating at Backdoor Chicken &
Burgers and can’t say enough about
the owner!!! Everything we tried is
absolutely fresh and soooo delicious
from the breakfast sandwiches, to
chicken wings to the yummy

and the most

cheeseburger
scrumptious french fries. Stop by you
won’t be disappointed! —Donna $
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KFor The Record

Pets

Municipal Calendar

March 22, 2026 - Sunday

8:30am - 10:00am
IWB Sitewalk

9:00am - 10:30am
PZC Sitewalk

March 23, 2026 - Monday

7:00pm - 9:00pm
LGBTQ+ Game Night

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Board of Finance Public Hearing

March 24, 2026 - Tuesday

7:00pm - 10:00pm
Planning and Zoning Commission

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Board of Finance Budget Meeting

7:00pm - 8:30pm
LGBTQ#+ Friends Support Group

7:00pm - 8:00pm
Board of Education Meeting

March 25, 2026 - Wednesday

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Board of Finance Budget Meeting

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Affordable Housing Committee Meeting

March 26, 2026 - Thursday

7:00pm - 10:00pm
Inland Wetlands Board Meeting

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Board of Finance Budget Meeting

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Public Safety Facilities Committee Meeting

7:00pm - 8:30pm
WPCA Meeting

March 27, 2026 - Friday

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Board of Finance Budget Meeting

March 30, 2026 - Monday

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Board of Finance Budget Meeting

7:00pm - 8:00pm
Insurance Risk Management Committee

Town of Ridgefield
Boatd of Selectpersons Meeting
Minutes
UNAPPROVED
March 4, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.
Town Hall Large Conference Room
400 Main Street, Ridgefield, Connecticut
NOTE: No video recording due to technical difficulty

Present: Rudy Marconi, Maureen Kozlark, Geoffrey Mortis, Barbara
Manners (virtual)

Absent: Sean Connelly

Rudy Marconi called the meeting to order at 6:35pm

1. Public comments — No public comments

2. Vendor Permit, Bridge Street Premium Ice Company LLC - Michael i

Cunningham

Ed Baer commented that he supports and approves of Bridge Street
Premium Ice Company LLC. Michael Cunningham appeared for the
renewal of the Bridge Street Ice Cream vendor Permit renewal. Mr.
Cunningham reviewed his previous years work. Mr. Morris asked what his
business learning expetience had been in Ridgetield which Mr.
Cunningham reviewed. He will be purchasing a new cart for his business
and that business has been good. Excited for the upcoming year.
Maureen Kozlark moved to approve Vendor Permit, Bridge Street Premium
Ice Company LLC - Michael Cunningham, Sean Connelly seconded, Motion
carties 4-0. (Mr. Connelly absent)

3. Appointment/Reappointment Architectural Advisory Committee —
appointment (alternate) Elizabeth Zieman. Mr. Marconi introduced Ms.
Zieman to the B08 and asked for her to give an overview of her experience
and why the AAC (Architectural Advisory Committee). Ms. Zieman reviewed
her years of experience as an architect and specifically her familiarity with
the Building Code and how it relates to design etc. She has the time available
and would like to give back to the community using her experience.
Zieman — Architectural Advisory Committee, Geoffrey Mottis seconded.
Motion carries 4-0.

4. RHA - update on accomplishments and future (Vincent Liscio)
Attending:

Mr. Vincent Liscio — Chair

Mr. Paul Janerico - Treasurer (soon to retire)

Mr. Ed Baird - Board member

Ms. Maree MacPherson — Board member and Tenant Representative

Mr. Derick Shirm - recently appointed Board member

Mr. Indra Sen - recently appointed Board member and future Treasurer.
Mr. Wade Lockwood — REM Management Company as well as Wesley
Robinson. Mr. Liscio gave an introductory overview of the Ridgetield
Housing Authority and submitted a review of 2025. He then turned the
presentation over to Mr. Janerico who went into a financial detail of the
Housing Authority. The Housing Authority is now in excellent financial
condition with very few vacancies. (see attached report).

Maureen Kozlark moved to change the order of agenda item #5 Veterans
Exemption to # 6. Geoffrey Mottis seconded, Motion carties 4-0.

5. Conservation Commission — Pound Street Extension Parking — Mr.
Erik Keller Chair of the Conservation Commission, to request authority by
the Commission to install a gravel entrance approximately 100 feet into newly
donated open space located at the end of Pound Street Ext. Maps were
reviewed and a letter has been sent to all neighbors notifying them of this
request. Anyone with questions or concerns Should attend the Consetvation
Commission meeting on March 9 or call (203) 431-271 3 or email
conservation@ridgefieldct.gov.

6. Veterans Exemption — Connecticut State statute has been amended to
allow a 100% property tax exemption for veterans who are 100% disabled.
Mr. Garzi, Assessor provided a breakdown of costs associated with this
exemption in Ridgetield. The Town currently has approximately 14
individuals classified 100% disabled and who now receive a house only
deduction. The amended statute allows for an additional two (2) acres
maximum and will cost an approximate $99,000. There was no motion. The
BOS would Ilike fora full attendance of the Board for this vote which will
be scheduled for March 18.

Geoffrey Motris moved to approve Conservation Commission — Pound
Street Extension Parking. Maureen Kozlatk seconded, Motion carries 3-1
(Batbara voted no)

7. Approval of Meeting minutes

a. February TS, 2026

Maureen Kozlark moved to approve the February 18, 2026 Meeting minutes
as amended. Geoffrey Morris seconded, Motion carries 3-0-1 (Barbara
Manners abstained).

Maureen Kozlark moved to adjourn meeting at 9:30pm.. Geoffrey Motris

Meet Marco

care in Connecticut in March 2023,
Marco has truly blossomed and is
now our longest resident, patiently
/ waiting for his furever home.
Marco thrives on connection
with his people. He is a wotld-class
- cuddler who loves to snuggle up
~ close, sleep in bed, and carefully
Meet Marco, a truly special soul paw at his blankets until they are
who has so much love to give and just right. Playtime brings out his
is simply waiting for the right joyful spirit—he loves zoomies,
person who understands him. fetch, and tug-of-war, and his
Marco is a four-yeat-old, 60-pound happiness is contagious. Marco is
sweetheart with a heart-melting also very intelligent and enjoys
smile and an incredibly soft coat. enrichment activities like snuffle
Found as a stray in rural North mats, food puzzles, and lick mats.
Carolina in November 2021, He walks well on leash and enjoys
Matco spent 17 long months living getting out for adventures.
in a shelter kennel. Marco does well with other dogs
Despite that difficult beginning, and cats of all ages and sizes,
he has shown temarkable making him a great fit for a multi-
resilience. Since coming into foster pet household.

To learn more or to adopt a rescue, contact Happily Furever After Rescue
at info@happilyfureverafter.org or (631) 935-3578 or visit their website
at www.happilyfureverafter.org

Doing Good
Feed A Veteran

Patrons of For Pete’s Sake Delicatessen, located at 73 Stony Hill Road in
Bethel, can donate breakfast or lunch to local veterans all year long. As a
result, veterans of American armed forces can enjoy breakfast or lunch at no
charge as part of the program. Veterans should bring proof of service as they
may ask for it. The program runs all year long.

Arts
Patnting Demonstration

On Wednesday March 25, 2026 at 1:30pm, Frank Bruckman will
be demonstrating a portraitin oil. This event will be at The Newtown
Senior Center, 8 Simpson Street in Newtown, CT. All are welcome
and admission is free.

BETHEL MAIL SERVICES

Offering all shipping carriers,
Copy Center, faxing, notary &

USPS* UPS * DHL « FEDX
Curbside pickup

Haircuts & Straight Razar Shaves

THE TGY CHEST

Purchasing both home and auto is
just one of many ways to save.

Your Assets!
Our Focus!

- ‘ Dennis Perkins

A Specially Toy Store Worth The Trip!
Educational Toys & Games
Puzzles (5 - 32,000 pieces)

Science * Arls & Cralls

E@IHE ﬂmg{ REPAIRING ALL
OUTDOOR POWER
i P == EQUIPMENT
Customer =
"pjrﬂ Ei\ﬁ\ Satls actmn STONY HILL DENTAL CARE

AFRAID
of the
Dentist?
I's NORMAL

16 Tumey Road, Redding
(203) 4936398

www.reddingridgerepair.com

Now Open 9to 5 Monday -

We come to

you!

Specializing in office & in-home visits
“Very convenient and fool -LH

Call 475-206-1352

)03-730-1399

211 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel

203-983-5534

Call now for a complimentary quote
dperkins@farmersagent.com

30 Germantown Rd., Danbury

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Tholls « Parly Favors « Travel Activities
Bools » Breyer « Playmobil « Brio
Kites « Lego » Pokemon
Thress Up « Russian Mested Dolls » Bruder

Torys [rom Newbom (o Adull
Staffed by Caring People
Free Gift Wrapping « UPS Shippina Available
2034319227 +44] Main St, Ridaeficld
2039720007 » 101 Main St New Cansan

We Can Help!
With
SEDATION

ELECTRL
Call Today
203-328-7521

reyluguan rayselectic@yahoo.com

Dentistry

No Lectures,
No Guilt

475-473-8734
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Things To Do

T el

taxes.

. The C.H. Booth Libraty is pleased to announce FREE
income tax assistance, provided through a partnership
between the AARP Foundation and the IRS. This service
will be available on Thursdays until April 9, 2026. Don't
miss this opportunity to receive expert help with your

Library

IDanbury Library

Fi, 03-20-26, Mystery Book Club,

12:30 PM, Danbury Library Mon, 03-23-26, Spanish Tue,  03-24-26, Printmaking
Fri,  03-20-26,  Preschool |Conversation Group, 2:00 PM, Butterfly and Flowers Workshop,
Storytime, 1:00 - 1:30 PM, Bethel |Danbury Library 5:00 PM, Danbury Library

Library
Fri, 03-20-26, KinderCrew (ages
4-5), 1:00pm—2:00pm, Brookfield

Mon, 03-23-26, Club de lectura
en espafiol, 4:00 PM, Danbury
Library

Library

Fri, 03-20-26, Intro to Cricut Arts
& Crafts: Personalized Drinkware
(Session 3) In-Person, 10:00 AM

Mon, 03-23-26, Code Like Ada
Lovelace:  First  Steps  in
Programming, 5:00 PM, Danbury
Library

- 12:00 PM, CH Booth Library,
Newtown

Mon, 03-23-26, Baby & Me, 1:00
- 1:30 PM, Bethel Library

Fri, 03-20-26, Shake, Rattle &
Read Storytime (ages 6-24 mos) -
Session One, 10:00am—10:45am,
Brookfield Library

Fri, 03-20-26, Storytime, 10:30 -

Mon,  03-23-26, Historically
Speaking Book Club - Mrs.
Lincoln's Dressmaker by Jennifer

11:00 AM, Bethel Library
Fri, 03-20-26, Music Dynamics
with Brad Peterson In-Person,

Chiaverini, 1:00pm-2:00pm,
Brookfield Library
Mon,  03-23-26,  Storytime

Adventures (Ages 3-4), 10:00am—
10:45am, Brookfield Library

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM, CH Booth
Library, Newtown

Mon, 03-23-26, Storytime, 10:30
- 11:00 AM, Bethel Library

Fri, 03-20-26, Shake, Rattle &
Read Storytime (ages 6-24 mos) -
Session Two, 11:00am-11:45am,
Brookfield Library

Fri, 03-20-26, Learn How To Stay
Sharper And Improve Memory
At Any Age, 2:00 - 3:00 PM,
Bethel Library

Mon, 03-23-26, All-Age Family
Storytime,  10:30am—11:00am,
Ridgefield Library

Mon, 03-23-26, Music Monday
with Principal at the Newtown
Community Center In-Person,
11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, CH Booth
Library, Newtown

Fri, 03-20-26, Teen Volunteering,
2:30 - 4:30 PM, Bethel Library
Fri, 03-20-26, Diamond Art

Mon, 03-23-26, Time for Twos,
11:00am—11:45am,  Brookfield
Library

Group, 2:30pm—4:30pm,
Brookfield Library

Fri, 03-20-26, Teen Video Games,
3:00 - 4:30 PM, Bethel Library

Mon, 03-23-26, Pirate Party! with
Bus from RES to MTL (Grades
K-4), 3:15 pm - 4:00 pm, The
Mark Twain Library, Redding

Fri, 03-20-26, Family Trivia Game
Night, 6:00pm-8:00pm,
Brookfield Library

Mon, 03-23-26, Teen
Volunteering, 4:00 - 6:00 PM,
Bethel Library

Sat, 03-21-26, Cricut Program-
Decorate a Game Day Snack

Mon, 03-23-26, LEGO League,
4:30 - 5:15 PM, Bethel Library

Bowl, 11:00 AM, Danbury Library
Sat, 03-21-26, Author Storytime
with  Julie Leung, 1:00pm—

Mon, 03-23-26, Kids Coding
Club, 4:30pm-5:30pm, Ridgefield
Library

2:00pm, Ridgefield Library

Mon, 03-23-26, Library Board of
Directors Meeting, 6:00 - 8:00
PM, Bethel Library

Sat, 03-21-26, Learn to Skil,
10:00am-11:00am, ~ Brookfield
Library

Sat, 03-21-26, Meet Your CT
Legislators, 10:00am—11:30am,

Mon, 03-23-26, Scrabble Club,
06:00pm—7:00pm, Ridgefield
Library

Ridgefield Library
Sat, 03-21-26, Storytime, 10:30 -
11:00 AM, Bethel Library

Mon, 03-23-26, Adult Chess Club
(In-Person), 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm,
'The Mark Twain Libraty, Redding

Sat, 03-21-26, Storytime with the

Mon, 03-23-26, MTL Writers'
Workshop (In-Person), 6:30 pm
- 7:45 pm, The Mark Twain
Library, Redding

Aldrich, 10:30am-11:30am,
Ridgefield Library
Sat, 03-21-26, Learn to Skil,

11:30am-12:30pm,  Brookfield
Library

Sat, 03-21-26, Drop-In Craft,
12:00 - 4:30 PM, Bethel Library

Mon,  03-23-26,  Evening
Historically Speaking Book Club
- Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker by
ennifer Chiaverini, 6:30pm—
7:30pm, Brookfield Library

Sat, 03-21-26, Teen Volunteering,
2:00 - 4:00 PM, Bethel Library
Sat, 03-21-26, Bilingual Storytime,

Mon, 03-23-26, Online: Next
Chapter Book Club, 6:30pm—
7:30pm. Rldgsﬁs]d]lbl’an

2:00pm-2:30pm,  Brookfield
Library
Sat, 03-21-26, The Kerry Boys in

Tue, 03-24-26, Multicultural
Bilingual Storytime, 11:00 AM,
Danbury Library

Concert, 2:00pm—4:00pm,
Brookfield Library

Sat, 03-21-26, Open Hours in the
Makerspace In-Person, 9:30 AM

Tue, 03-24-26, America’s Failed
Response to the Opioid Crisis
with Author Shoshana Walter,
2:00 PM, Danbury Library

- 1:30 PM, CH Booth Library,
Newtown
Sun, 03-22-26, Unravelled:

Tue, 03-24-26, Homework
Help/Skill Builders, 3:30 PM,
Danbury Library

Crocheting and Khnitting Group,
1:00pm-3:00pm, Brookfield

Tue, 03-24-26, Introduction to
Tower Gardening, 4:00 PM,

[Tue, 03-24-26, Suffragetto! A
Board Game About Voting
Rights, 5:00 PM, Danbury
ILibrary

Knitting, 6:00 - 7:00 PM, Bethel
[Library

[Tue, 03-24-26, Grateful
Gathering In-Person, 6:00 PM -
[:15 PM, CH Booth Library,
Newtown

[Tue, 03-24-26, Kid Craft, 6:30 -
[7:30 PM, Bethel Library

America’s 250t Celehration

Upcoming Local Events Celebrating The 250th Anniversary
Of The Signing Of The Declaration Of Independence

«% HONORING 250 YEARS OF %+ ——

SAVE THE DATE
For

f}’;::' < %/ﬂ(ﬂ\‘ biance _Vj{f{/

_AMERICAN MILITARY
v -~ STRENGTHms=

centaries, mlnq o e et don, sevcreigndy,
arl the Conuttutinn. Froem e Feumding o war naticn i fevkay, geaeratinss of brave
Americans o ealy it v csumiry.
~ This event will feature:
<2y Cernhule
tar Dirinks and h(ks

[Tue, 03-24-26, Speedcubing Club,
5:30 PM, Danbury Library

(Tue, 03-24-26, Tai Chi for
Beginners, 6:00 PM, Danbury
ILibrary

Tue, 03-24-26, Career Coach
\Workshop: Microsoft
PowerPoint,  1:00pm-3:00pm,
Brookfield Library

[Tue, 03-24-26, Weekly Drop-In
Knitting Circle (In-Person), 1:30
pm - 2:30 pm, The Mark Twain
ILibrary, Redding

[Tue, 03-24-26, Mother Goose on
ithe Loose In-Person, 10:00 AM -
10:30 AM, CH Booth Library,
Newtown

[Tue, 03-24-26, Career Coach
Workshop: Microsoft
IPowerPoint, 10:00am-12:00pm,

Jed, 03-25-26, Python

Programming ~ For ~ Middle
choolers, 4:00 PM, Danbury
Library

Wed, 03-25-26, The New
Romantics- Romance Book Club,
:00 PM, Danbury Library

Wed, 03-25-26, Drop-in Art with
liss Nora In-Person, 1:30 PM -
B:30 PM, CH Booth Library,
Newtown

Ved, 03-25-26, Mother Goose on
the Loose In-Person, 10:00 AM -
10:30 AM, CH Booth Library,

Newtown

ed, 03-25-26, Fun & Friends
(ages 6 mos - 5 yrs), 10:00am—
11:00am, Brookfield Library

Ved, 03-25-26, Hybrid: A.M.
Book Group, 10:00am—11:30am,

- 11:00 AM, Bethel Library

Tue, 03-24-26, Mother Goose
for ages 12-24 months,
10:30am-11:00am, Ridgefield
ILibrary

Tue, 03-24-26, Knitting and
(Crocheting, 11:00 AM - 12:30
IPM, Bethel Library

Tue, 03-24-26, Unscripted: An
lmprov Group, 11:00 am - 12:30
pm, The Mark Twain Library,
IRedding

[Tue, 03-24-26, With Special
Guest  Barbara  Kingsolver:
America's Failed Response to the
Opioid Crisis (Virtual), 2:00 pm -
3:00 pm, The Mark Twain
ILibrary, Redding

[Tue, 03-24-26, Virtual Author
[Talk: America's Failed Response
to the Opioid Crisis with Author
Shoshana Walter In-Person /
Online, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM, CH
Booth Library, Newtown

? [Tue, 03-24-26, Little Crafts, 4:30

- 5:00 PM, Bethel Library

[Tue, 03-24-26, Pokémon Players
(Club, 4:30pm-5:30pm, Ridgefield
ILibrary

(Tue, 03-24-26, Read to Mia,
5:00pm—5:15pm,  Brookfield
ibrary

(Tue, 03-24-26, Read to Mia,
Brookfield

5:15pm—5:30pm,
ILibrary
Tue,  03-24-26,  Language

E\changc at the Library In-
Person, 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM, CH
IBooth Library, Newtown

[Tue, 03-24-26, Read to Mia,
5:30pm-5:45pm, Brookfield
ILibrary

[Tue, 03-24-26, Taco Tuesday- No
Bake Tacos, 5:30pm-6:30pm,
Brookfield Library

(Tue, 03-24-26, Read to Mia,
5:45pm-6:00pm,  Brookfield
ILibrary
[Tue,

03-24-26,  Community

/|

Electrical Teams L

Bethel, Danbury, & Winchester!

ectrical services ofcT,11C

RLelectricalservicesllc@gmail.com

(203) 348-3971

"One Call For All Your Electrical Needs"

Authorized Generator Sales, Service & Installation
FULL
°T Lic. #E!

&
ocated in: ~
BEB
=

T Lic.

Brookfield Library Ridgefield Library
[Tue, 03-24-26, Storytime, 10:30 Wed, ~ 03-25-26,  Ridgefield

Garden Club: Growing Gardens
[That Matter, 10:00am—12:00pm,
Ridgefield Library

Wed, 03-25-26, AARP
[Foundation Tax Aide, 10:15 AM
£ 2:45 PM, Bethel Library

Jed, 03-25-26, Storytime, 10:30
t 11:00 AM, Bethel Library

Wed, 03-25-26, 30 Minute Flex &
Balance with Sean via Zoom
Online, 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM,
CH Booth Libraty, Newtown

Ved, 03-25-26,  Preschool
torytime,  10:30am—11:15am,
Ridgefield Library

Ved, 03-25-26, Creating a
Presentation  with ~ Canva,
11:00am-12:00pm, ~ Ridgefield
LLibrary

Jed, 03-25-26,
112:00pm—2:00pm,
LLibrary

Mah  Jongg,
Brookfield

Ved, 03-25-26,
R:00pm—3:00pm,
LLibrary

Memory Cafe,

Ridgefield

Ved, 03-25-26, Mindfulness
leditation for Adults, 3:30 - 4:30
[PM, Bethel Library

Wed, 03-25-26, Open Hours in
the Makerspace In-Person, 4:00
[PM - 8:00 PM, CH Booth Library,
Newtown

led, 03-25-26, Mystery Book
Group, 4:00pm-5:00pm,
Brookfield Library

Ved, 03-25-26, Slime Science,
f:30pm-5:30pm, Ridgefield
LLibrary

Ved, 03-25-26, Lo-fi Lounge,
B:30 - 6:30 PM, Bethel Library

Ved, 03-25-26, Teen
Volunteering, 5:30 - 7:30 PM,
Bethel Library

Ved, 03-25-26, Movies at the
Library!, 6:00 - 8:00 PM, Bethel
[Library

Wed, 03-25-26, Mystery Book
Group, 6:00pm—7:00pm,
Brookfield Library

i Patrivei
i J..u hrarch al bapyry peagl geiting legether

Fone rhinag Cint. D L4

Elee Hiad gy, ol (T,

GPM SATURDAY APRIL 25TH, 2026

Lousssury House

ek (e

306 MA STREET, RIDGEFIELD CT

t Free — Thank Our Troops

e Pathetic Nine

Freedom
e

IN CONGRESS Tty 4. 1770,
lhe th ' Pnerica.

e the pelitical band which have ccnnected them with ancther. and to asiume ameny the powers of the earth.
Veture s (e entitle them, @ decent rojpect tc the pinions of mantind requires that they should declare the cawies which

The
Whewin the Curie o human events, it becames nevesary for cne pecple
the sgparate and equal ation te which the Liaws of Neture and of N
impel them te the sparation.

e these trths 1 b sclf-cvident, that all men are reatedequal.that they are v byt Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that amany these are i Jé'//[«m//h
il of- V2 lafpincs. -- Tt z ~That whenever any Term of
(Ganernment beccines destrctive of these ends. t s the Pight ofthe et aller or 1 alish i, and 1 imittete e Gaoernment, laging itsfoundtion an ach prineipls and arganising
in e form. s e them Sall eem mest Wy te ot their Sty and Hgpiness. S pdence, indeed. will di «//u/{QW,W,,/,/(,,ym//,/»,//m//m/ﬂr/a,//ﬂ//, lght
nce hath dhewen. that mankind are mere diused te soffr. while coils are ioferable. than te vight themielves by belisling the forms te which they
areacastomed. Dt when a long train mm/mz/mm st pursaing insasiably e same Cfet cvinees a design 1o rede them wnder abslute Depetism, i s thetr righ, i their
duty. to threw of such / ernment, and o previde new Gards for their, ¢ fulure s secury. - ~ Dl s been Uhe patient sofferance of theie Colenioss and sueh s n
them 1o aller their former Gi 1y of hepresent King

secure theie rights ument; are indituled amany - VZ

erivinng their jud pravers from the consent of the generned, -

and traniient cawses; and aceordingly all

the necesiity which constrains

Gawernment. Great Biitain s history of speated injrics and wingpetions, all having in direct ot the

estaliliment of an abiclute Jyranny coer these ¢ o prave i, let- Tt be w////////r«//« @ candid werld.
e thas sfsed s Hent e s, the st whelesome and nevessary for the puble gaod.

e s forbidden s Geaernors e s s of immedate and presiing impertance, unless suipended in the apesation tl s Hoient Seuld b tained and whe sa upendd, e has
////u// neglected to attend to them.

He'has et ther L for the aceommandtion of large ditrits o people, ntes thsi pesple swoudd sl the sight of Repsientation in the Logistature, a right incstomale
them and fermidabie e tyrant; anty.

S has called 1 gelher legidtive budies al places unasual. wncemfortable. and disant frem the depustory of their public DRecords, for the sl s of faliguing them ine conpliance with i
measnrei.

Hehas disialved Dispresentative Hiases sopetedly, for fpsing with manty firmues; s invasions on the rights o the pephe.

Hehas rfied for a leng time, offer sucth disielutions, te cawse cthers to be lected; wherely the lw/r/n/m puavers. incapalie of - Dnnitilation. have returned te the Deple at large for their
s the (e remaining in the mean time cqpsied to all the dangers of i
e has endeavred o prevent the f pulation of these ¢ Jhates, / for et puspese btraeting the s for Neturalization of Foreigners: rfing topass thers e enccurage their migrations
Hither. and raiing the condltion; of new - Hprapiations of Landt

He'has citmcted the - Alinisration of Jisice. by refising his-oient te Lo for estalishing. Judliary poavers
e has made, Judyes dipendent o s Will o, for the tenare of their
Hehas erected a madlitade of New lfics, and sent hither swarms of €)
e has bt ameng 1. in times of pace, handing -omies withent the i of cwr legislatures,

Helhas et tc render the Whltary indpendent of and spevicr o the Civil peaer.
i combined with thers o sulet i 6 jusiidilion foreign o cur constitation. and wnachnaaledyend by anr s giving s - Hient e their 2ot of pretended Logidtion:

u from withea, and convaliions within.

i. and the ameunt and payment of their salarics.

(6 harrass cur people, and eat et their subitance.

Duartering large bedlosof armed e ameng s

T Vo protecling then. 7/»2 @ moch T, from punishment for any Warders which t i they Sheuld cmmit o the Inhabitants of thoie Hhates:
Ter cutting g of cwr Tyade with all parts o the werld:

Tumwu/ Jrures o s witheut cwr Consent;
Tir

Trilly Jiry:

Sor dapriving s in many s, of the bendfits
S tranfperting us beyond o te be //m// //m/rm/w/ ofences

T abelising thefree Apstem of English Lo in a neighbring & sainee, estahlishing herein an - Dhlitwary geaernment, and enlarging its Beaendlaries s st render it al onee an
e M/////w mu///m/muw// for intradicing the same abielute rale inte thoie Clonies: )

Ty taling away cur Charters, adishing our met vatuale L, and allering fundumentally the Forms of cr Giernments:

Tor

e sapending cwr cuen Logidatures, and deelaring themsloes invested with poaver tc lgislate for w0 in all e whatiaever.

/A/ﬂf/,,/ﬂ/m,m/,g,m,,mu«/m, by decluring st of is S tection and waging War againit v

Sl cr s, ravaged cur Coasts,burutcur tees, o dostrgen e les o s e
e at this time (ranfperting large - Dpmics of reign . Mercenariei to u///)/r/////w/«//» of death. deseluticn and tyranny. already begun with cirewmitanees of ///m// @ pevfiy
dearecly praralleled in the mest barbarans ages, and tetally anwordy the Head of a civilized naticn.

Mo e condtrained cur fellowr (/m sens tabew Coptve o the ehigh Db tc bear - //,,,,,,7,,,/,///W Country. te become the caventionens ofthei frinds and Brethren. o tofall iemscloos
4«// ir Hand. i
s exvited demestic ininrrections amengit 15, and fas endeavonred 1 bring on the infitantsof aur frontiens, the mereitss - Sudian vages, whase bnean e of wasfre, is an
andisinguished destraction of all ages, scaes and conditions.

Incvery stage of these Clprosions We have Pt el for Pedyessin the mesthumble terns: Cur rpeated Setitions have beew aniwered enly by repeated ivgary. - S e whese
dharacter i5 this marled by every act which may dfine a - //m/// diunfit e be the ruler of a free pecle.

i have Ve been wanting in attentions te aur British brethren. e hane warned them from time e lme of atempts by their legslature o eatend an wnarsantablejurisdition cver .
e have reminded them of the cirenmitances of anr emigration andsetloment here. e have appented o their nativ
commen kindped le disaven these wingpations, whicl, would inevitably interript cur connections and corrependence. //wy/u ave been deef te the voiee
it herdfre. aequicie in e uceesity. i denctees cur (Hparation, and bt them. s we b the ot of masdid. Enenmivsin W, in P
e therfere. the Rpresentatives of the wnited Chates of - neria. in General Congress, Hsenliled. appeating te the ipremeJudye o the warld for the retitde o aar intentins, .
inthe Name, and by - //////ﬂ////l/rr(ﬂ/(/)ﬂ///ﬂ(///m( i sl pli and dedare. That tese Upited Coloniosare. and //ﬂ,y/m,y/m le Tree and Iudspendent
Chates: that they are . //éx/fﬂ//lw all Aegianee e the Biish Craann, ﬂ//(///ﬂ//l///)«//m//(«////N/u/f between them and the Dhate of Great Britain. i5 and aughttc bettally
dislied: and that as Free and Indgpendent Ghates, they have fll S aer 1 lory War, cnlude Frace, contract Mianees, etablish Commeree, and te do all ther -t and
which Indopendent Jhates may y ofright o S for the sqppnt of this Declaration, with a frrm reliance on the pratection of divine F yoidence, we mtually ldye te each ather cur

cur Fertuncs and cur sacred . /4 o,

wice and magnanimity, and we have conjiured them by the tios of cur

e and of cnsanguiniy. We
b.

\\\

Y INSURE L

HHIC t:an‘_

Grow Your Business

REACH THOUSANDS OF READERS
FOR JUST PENNIES A DAY
You can have your ad in all 6 of our Daily newspapers
for a full week starting at just $40 a week.
Email Brad@CommunityGazette.com to learn more.

FNG
e N

www.Yc:rdGoms. o
*Tree Services » Light Excavation {Drainage) * Fence
= Hardscapes (Patios, Decks) « Shed Pod Installs

Fairchild County
203-957-2724

Info@yardgoats.io
Find us on: [l = @R

Litchfield County
B860-803-0695
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Gardening

et Ready for Spring [ Comnn Extenston’s Onlme Home Gardening Course Is Avalable

UConn Extension is now accepting registrations for its
Fundamentals of Home Gardening online course, designed for
beginner and intermediate gardeners who want to build strong
foundational skills for successful home and community gardening.

The self-paced, multi-module program covers essential topics
including vegetable gardening, soil health, composting, pest
management, pollinator support, and sustainable gardening practices.
Participants gain practical knowledge that can be applied immediately
in gardens of all sizes, from backyard plots to containers and raised

Color
Your World!

Orchids, Primroses, Air Plants,
Sueculents, Gift Baskets
& much more!

Cur greenhouge iz filled with
beautiful lowering plants,
Bring the beauty of color
into your home.

House plants « Flowering plants
Special Gifts

hiu

. - . - i ™

beds.

“Our goal is to help Connecticut residents grow with confidence,”
said Jean Madden-Hennessey, a program coordinator with UConn
Extension’s Master Gardener program. “This course gives people the
tools they need to make informed decisions, nurture healthy plants,
and support thriving local ecosystems.”

Course Features

User-friendly online format accessible at any time

Step-by-step guidance from UConn horticulture experts

-

[lan

NHFS-EFEEJ*

(e 6l Years & Snll Crosasg

e e STy v Eoaper
Formaby 4 luemrsl ) Elpurss piorad a0 |90
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CAMPANIA

Hollandia Gift & Garden
203-T92-0268
%5 Stony Hill Rd/Ru 6. Bethel

BT www.ctgrown.com

WINTER HOURS
Cloesesd Bon & Tues =« Chpen 'afhed-5un. Blam—-4pm.
ar by Appoiniment (call S03-Fa2-n5s)
o'w ol Chomer d uring e weai bt araaon
P call NPT TMT 8o ot Firrn ek e opem

- £ . .

e

Videos, readings, quizzes, and hands-on learning suggestions

Science-based, practical information suited for all learning styles

Who Should Enroll

The Fundamentals of Home Gardening course is ideal for new
gardenets, homeownets, community gardeners, educators, and anyone
looking to strengthen their horticultural knowledge.

Registration is open now, and the course is available through
October.  Visit:  https://s.uconn.edu/fundamental  for mote
information and to enroll.

In Bloom & All Seasons . All Reasons®

A Gift Certificate
from Hollandia s
Alwaye Approcaated)

Ready NOW!
Spring Seed Starter Kits,
Seeds, & Soil
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Reprinted With Permission From The Hartford Portfolio, Yankee Institute’s update on what's happening in Connecticu

Election-Year Labor Bill Rewrites Rules
For Emplovers, Schools And Healthcare Providers

The General Assembly’s Labor and Public Employees Committee
has unveiled a 68-page omnibus proposal titled “An Act Concerning
Workforce Development and Working Conditions in the State.”
Introduced in an election year, House Bill 5003 consolidates a wide
range of labor-related changes affecting public employees, private
businesses, municipalities, and schools.

Framed as a package to improve working conditions, the bill
reaches into multiple areas of employment law, imposing new
mandates, altering existing labor frameworks, and raising potential
constitutional and fiscal concerns.

The Janus Issue

One notable concern involves language in Connecticut’s public-
sector labor statutes that still references agency fees — payments
equivalent to union dues required from nonmembers as a condition
of employment. In Janus v. AFSCME (2018), the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that compelling such payments violates the First Amendment.

Rather than removing that language, the bill modifies surrounding
payroll deduction provisions, allowing employers and unions to
negotiate how dues are collected through collective bargaining
agreements, while leaving the requirement that nonmembers pay
union-equivalent fees. While unenforceable under federal law,
retaining unconstitutional language in state law creates confusion and
raises questions about legislative intent. Following Janus, many states
updated their statutes to conform with the ruling. Connecticut’s
failure to do so continues to generate legal ambiguity.

Mandatory Weather Pay

The bill would also require employers to pay workers their full
wages when shifts are canceled due to inclement weather and remote
work is not feasible. Employers would be prohibited from requiring
employees to use accrued leave to cover those houts.

This effectively mandates pay even when no work is performed
and no revenue is generated. For small businesses operating on
narrow margins, a weather closure could result in paying full wages
without corresponding income. The policy may also create perverse

incentives — making it financially harder for businesses to close
during unsafe conditions.

Expanded Worker Retention Mandates

A worker retention law that currently applies to certain airport
food service employees would be expanded statewide. Under the
proposal, when service contracts change hands at hospitals, nursing
homes, warehouses, shopping centers, apartment complexes, schools,
or office buildings, incoming contractors must retain the previous
contractot’s workers for 90 days and may terminate only for just
cause during that petiod.

The contractor size threshold would drop from ten employees to
two, bringing neatly all small service businesses in the state under the
rule.

The bill also removes an existing provision allowing successor
conttactors to decline to rehire employees whose attendance ot
performance records “would lead a reasonably prudent employer to
terminate them.”

Under the proposed framework, even employees with documented
performance or attendance problems would have to be retained
during the transition petiod.

The result is a significant constraint on business flexibility,
particularly for small contractors inheriting employees they did not
hire.

Statewide “Violent Patient” Registry

The bill would require healthcare providers to report incidents of
violence against staff into a statewide system operated through
Connecticut’s Health Information Exchange. Those entries could
generate alerts to other providers if the patient seeks care elsewhere.

Because designation would be based on clinical reporting rather
than a criminal finding, the threshold for inclusion may vaty. Patients
experiencing mental-health ctises, dementia, substance withdrawal,
or acute medical distress could be flagged.

For vulnerable populations — including the eldetly, people with
cognitive impairments, psychiatric conditions, or developmental

disabilities — the practical consequence may be reduced access to
care. Providers receiving alerts may be more reluctant to schedule
appointments, accept transfers, of treat patients in non-emergency
settings, especially in understaffed facilities already concerned about
safety tisks.

Although an appeals process is included, the bill does not cleatly
define timelines or removal standards. A disputed designation could
remain active during review, potentially affecting access to care.

While staff safety is an important goal, the proposal raises questions
about patient due process and unintended consequences for
vulnerable populations.

Teacher Terminations and Binding Arbitration

The bill would shift teacher termination decisions away from local
boards of education and place final authority in the hands of an
independent hearing officer whose ruling would be binding.

This change removes elected local officials from the final decision-
making process and limits districts’ ability to challenge outcomes.
Because coutts typically defer to arbitration-style rulings, appeals
would become more difficult. School districts would also share the
cost of the hearing officer, adding financial strain to personnel
disputes.

The proposal represents a substantial change in governance
structure and local accountability.

Election-Year Timing

A public hearing is scheduled for March 3. The breadth of the bill
— and the number of long-standing union priorities it addresses —
makes it one of the most consequential labor proposals of the session.

Regardless of political context, the implications are structural.
Businesses, municipalities, healthcare providers, and taxpayers will
live under the rules created here long after the legislative session ends.

Sweeping changes to employment law warrant careful review,
robust public debate, and transparent consideration. A bill of this
scale and consequence deserves nothing less.
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ScbLre STORAGCc

LOCALLY AND VETERAMN OWNED

7+ info@modernselfstorage.com
Danbury, CT 06810
U.S. Air Force Veteran

re Road -

Ethan Draper - Owner/Operator -

'] McGUIRE
)| BROTHERS
PAINTING, LLC

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL
(203) 790-1348
Bethel, CT (203) 948-3958

meguirebrothers@aol.com
mcguirebrotherspainting.com

SEAN McGUIRE
HIC 0565126
EPA Certified Lead Safe

® PRIMERICA

It gets harder everyeay to plan for the Fulure, Whether it's saving tar our children’s education,
funding our retiremnent or taking that once-In-a-lifstime vacation;
Its o difficult to find the extra money to put aside for important needs.
#® Lower monthly insurance expenses?
® Save money for thelr children's educatian?
® Lowver monthly debt payments?
® Stop living paycheck to paycheck?
» Save more money for the future?
= Make wiser, more infermed financial decisions.
& Develop a program to build financlal Independenca?

e would ke tr help yaur far the options and help
" L

First Month Is Free.
No Rate Increase For 1 Year.

We have a wide range of climate controlled unit sizes

to accommodate your needs.
Visit our website at www.modernselfstorage.com

or call us at 203-448-7107
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At Home

Business & Finance

Business Spotlight

Patricia’s Presents Has Giits For Both You
And That Spectal Someone

6 Katrina Circle, Bethel, CT
3 Bedrooms, 4 Baths,

2,295 SE .79 Acre
Price Reduced To $739,000

Welcome to your dream home in the highly sought after Sleepy
Hollow Estates in the Codfish Hill area of Bethel. This
sprawling ranch that has been updated with over $100K in |f
recent enhancements some include a heated saltwater pool,
expansive entertaining deck, and beautifully updated
landscaping. From the moment you step inside, you'll
experience an open, airy floor plan filled with natural light.
Enjoy an eat-in custom kitchen with sliders that lead directly
to your private resort-style backyard, with large decks and that
amazing pool. This home features two elegant fireplaces, central
AC, and a beautifully finished lower level offering a large rec
room, cedar closet, and office or guest suite. Large rooms, most
freshly painted with two full and two half baths. Perfectly
positioned on a level .79-acre lot on a quiet street, this home
also features a mudroom to the pool and an attached large
two-car garage. Located in southern Bethel with easy access to
1-84, Metro-North, charming downtown amenities, and Bethel
School Park, this property delivers the ideal blend of luxury,
location, and lifestyle.

Contact Jim DiLillo at (203) 470-2678 or
james.dilillo@randrealty.com

RIDGEFIELD

HOWARD HANNA | csc:ll:l‘;Elz;IIVINElzfs Drive “Ur” Car
n

RAND REALTY SERVICE

Elizabeth Nell

perscral meving coordnaiorand ossstant

Pristine Goods. Art

Howard Hanna | Rand Realty
offers Expert Guidance from
Consultation to Closing.

Local Experti ith your buyer might. Ridgefield Connesticut
ocal Expertise with a : _ look the same. . Monday Through Saturday
Global Reach. Wantan agent who'll rzally listen ta what » Local Ridgefield references : All’pOl‘tS
vou want in & howet Need an agent wha : : ; i 10amT09pm
) 3 ouL ant 1] a lomw 9{. e an aﬁe]:fl 10 & ngﬂﬂlllng packlnga55|stance
Home Happens Here.* I]Ow-:‘|‘\':"-.ii‘lr(‘\“\“p|:‘.l:lﬂ \JI :1.1.- ol « Extate sales Medical Sunday
T emeacdl « Clean out sevices Appointments 10a.m.To 7 p.m.
Bethel Ridgefield - e Ppom « Premium
b Gsnd dhs Klmherly b e L [ Tri « Cigar Accessories
RANDREALTY.COM : :  Fiee moving estimates ocat Lrips g
Sjoblom * White glove Sevices « Cutters & Lighters
2N SN SN AN LR AL : ! T - .
m );ﬁ\ ﬁ m ']‘8“1"36&\'66(3 Silverlinginsconsighments@grmail.com) and MO’ Fome * Humidors
Q lanlserly.sioblam @ Lrealty com A M;'[[]1%5;[:!1EIE']1FS;gHEﬁHIIj JOIIN D. 1 68 Stony Hill Road
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When your house et, here are my
tips for getting your home showing-ready
in 10 minutes or less: Take out the trash.
Even if you don't think it smells bad,

203-554-9349

elizabethnell2001@icloud.com

I We receive new merchandise daily

Antiques.Furniture
Jewelry.More

s0 the shop Is guaranteed to never

Sibverdingingconsignments.cam

ordable alternative”

Our Hours:
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Reputation

The 800
Award

R
by

2026

FAMILY-TRUSTED
SENIOR LIVING

Maplewood at Danbury, Newtown, and Stony Hill have been honored with the prestigious Reputation 800 Award, a
distinction based entirely on resident and family reviews. This recognition reflects our unwavering commitment to
exceptional care and the trust families place in our communities.

SEE WHY FAMILIES CHOOSE US.

é é It truly is an amazing experience having my mother live at Maplewood. It is an assisted living facility of the
highest quality. The community is a very clean and happy environment from the moment you enter the front
door. The care and attention my mom receives is beyond what | was expecting. All the caregivers and staff are
attentive to her needs and keep her engaged in different activities. We love sitting out on the patio, and I feel
that Mom is safe and happy here. Thank you for all that you do at Maplewood! —Christine

MAPLEWOOD

oot

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Maplewood at Danbury | 22 Hospital Avenue | Danbury, Connecticut | 203.744.8444 | MaplewoodatDanbury.com
Maplewood at Newtown | 166 Mount Pleasant Road | Newtown, Connecticut | 203.426.8118 | MaplewoodatNewtown.com
Maplewood at Stony Hill | 46 Stony Hill Road Road | Bethel, Connecticut | 203.207.4100 | MaplewoodatStonyHill.com



